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Whereas President John F. Kennedy re-

ferred to the deployment of the first Minute-
man missile during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
as his ‘‘ace in the hole’’; 

Whereas the Minuteman III missile entered 
service in 1970 and is still deployed in 2019, 
well beyond its originally intended service 
life; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States peaked at more than 1,200 deployed 
missiles during the Cold War; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States currently consists of approximately 
400 Minuteman III missiles deployed across 
450 operational missile silos, each carrying a 
single warhead; 

Whereas the Russian Federation currently 
deploys at least 300 ICBMs with multiple 
warheads loaded on each missile and has an-
nounced plans to replace its Soviet-era sys-
tems with modernized ICBMs; 

Whereas the People’s Republic of China 
currently deploys at least 75 ICBMs and 
plans to grow its ICBM force through the de-
ployment of modernized, road-mobile ICBMs 
that carry multiple warheads; 

Whereas the Russian Federation and the 
People’s Republic of China deploy nuclear 
weapons across a variety of platforms in ad-
dition to their ICBM forces; 

Whereas numerous countries possess or are 
seeking to develop nuclear weapons capabili-
ties that pose challenges to the nuclear de-
terrence of the United States; 

Whereas the nuclear deterrent of the 
United States is comprised of a triad of de-
livery systems for nuclear weapons, includ-
ing submarine-launched ballistic missiles (in 
this preamble referred to as ‘‘SLBMs’’), air- 
delivered gravity bombs and cruise missiles, 
and land-based ballistic missiles that provide 
interlocking and mutually reinforcing at-
tributes that enhance strategic deterrence; 

Whereas weakening one leg of the triad 
limits the deterrent value of the other legs 
of the triad; 

Whereas, in the nuclear deterrent of the 
United States, ICBMs provide commanders 
with the most prompt response capability, 
SLBMs provide stealth and survivability, 
and aircraft armed with nuclear weapons 
provide flexibility; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States forces any would-be attacker to con-
front more than 400 discrete targets, thus 
creating an effectively insurmountable tar-
geting problem for a potential adversary; 

Whereas the size, dispersal, and global 
reach of the ICBM force of the United States 
ensures that no adversary can escalate a cri-
sis beyond the ability of the United States to 
respond; 

Whereas a potential attacker would be 
forced to expend far more warheads to de-
stroy the ICBMs of the United States than 
the United States would lose in an attack, 
because of the deployment of a single war-
head on each ICBM of the United States; 

Whereas the ICBM force provides a per-
sistent deterrent capability that reinforces 
strategic stability; 

Whereas ICBMs are the cheapest delivery 
system for nuclear weapons for the United 
States to operate and maintain; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
has validated military requirements for the 
unique capabilities of ICBMs; 

Whereas, in a 2014 analysis of alternatives, 
the Air Force concluded that replacing the 
Minuteman III missile would provide up-
graded capabilities at lower cost when com-
pared with extending the service life of the 
Minuteman III missile; and 

Whereas the Minuteman III replacement 
program, known as the ground-based stra-
tegic deterrent, is expected to provide a 
land-based strategic deterrent capability for 

5 decades after the program enters service: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that land-based interconti-

nental ballistic missiles (in this resolution 
referred to as ‘‘ICBMs’’) have certain charac-
teristics, including responsiveness, persist-
ence, and dispersal, that enhance strategic 
stability and magnify the deterrent value of 
the air and sea-based legs of the nuclear 
triad of the United States; 

(2) emphasizes the role that ICBMs have 
played and continue to play in deterring at-
tacks on the United States and its allies; 

(3) observes that while arms control agree-
ments have reduced the size of the ICBM 
force of the United States, adversaries of the 
United States continue to enhance, enlarge, 
and modernize their ICBM forces; 

(4) supports the modernization of the ICBM 
force of the United States through the 
ground-based strategic deterrent program; 

(5) highlights that ICBMs have the lowest 
operation, maintenance, and modernization 
costs of any part of the nuclear deterrent of 
the United States; and 

(6) opposes efforts to unilaterally reduce 
the size of the ICBM force of the United 
States or delay the implementation of the 
ground-based strategic deterrent program, 
which would degrade the deterrent capabili-
ties of a fully operational and modernized 
nuclear triad. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jason Smith 
and Alison Graab, fellows at the Senate 
Commerce Committee, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
116th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEDICAID EXTENDERS ACT OF 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 259, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 259) to extend the Medicaid 
Money Follows the Person Rebalancing dem-
onstration, to extend protection for Medicaid 
recipients of home and community-based 
services against spousal impoverishment, 
and for other purposes 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 259) was passed. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the motion to reconsider 

be considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
ARVIN OVERTON 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration and the Senate 
now proceed to S. Res. 10. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 10) honoring the life 
of Richard Arvin Overton. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 10) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of January 8, 
2019, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CONSTITUTING THE MINORITY 
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE 
HUNDRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 21, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 21) to constitute the 
minority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Sixteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 21) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 
18, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
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